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From San Junipero to Santa Monica,

Gugu Mbatha-Raw is Hollywood’s m :jj» anted
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Oxford-born and Rada-Lraineds Gugu Mbgtﬁ'a—haw h.;nadopled HokHywood as her home while she makes

waves on the big screeni=and she has the™ ng h:wm proveit. Martha Hayes meets her in Los Angeles
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Styling: Savah Nearls
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od wonder of somecne w never been to 2 hotel before

one with postcard - perfect views of white beaches, pa

ntreesand rippling
blue waves. [t'sabit like the scene in Home Alone 2: Lost in New York (the

21 furst impression of NYC) when Kevin

film she once joked gave her
MeCallister checksinte

“Iwant to fivein this hotel,” Gug

s room and discovers thecookies in the minibar,
fares. “Orat least take abathinit.”
Britabroad enthuslasm for the location of her
he Oxford-bornstarof Bl A Wrink
ntly, Apple TV+'s flagship series, The Morning
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Show, hasbeento LA

for ten vears now., "1'v
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o become quite adaptable,” s

all over the world. But baths are non

the career that's taken h

able. “I'mabath addict. fused tc

the things vou lik
rather than try and mak C
As if oncue, there's a knock at the door and 1 can’t help raising ar
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came here. And [ love hiking," she pau
herself with an awkward .u,lsh “lused to call it walking. In Englan

you go for a walk: a hike is practically mountaineering. | find LA an

inspiring place to be. I mean, sometimes the business is a bit in vour
face and you think "Ugh'. 'm aware as anactor - all billboards that
round - that it’s not real.”

The J6-year-old had better get used toseeing her
crat Dido Elizabeth Belk
2, Mbatha-Raw’s star has been

ameon billboards.
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Since her bigbreak asar

eived 2013

well-re d drama, HBe

on the ascent. Her b wuork is diverse - appearing opposite W
Smith{Ce

2016) and

Stateof jones,

ion, JOLS), Matthew
Oprah Winfrey (A Wrinkle in Time, 2018) - and, while
chotces haven't always Lt up the box office, she consistently delivers
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stellar performances. In the last vear alone, she has starred alongside

¢ Witherspoon, jennifer Aniston and Steve Carell In The Morning

ul been directed by Edward Norton (Motherless Brooklyn). This
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of colour - Miss Grenada, plaved by Mbatha-Raw - was crowned
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“In the wake of «MeToo and Time's Up, women's marches and a
renewed sense of reclaiming power Inour culture for women, It was
fascinating to look back at a time when that was happening in a
different way,” she explains, when we meet the next day fora cup
of Earl Grey In a cosy comer of Hollywood institution, Chateau
Marmont, “Now, it"s more about the abuse of power. Then, it was
more about liberation. Before the intermet and social media, how do
you get theattention of the media? And that was the perfect moment.
Miss World was the mast watehed TV programme in the world.”
Mbatha-Raw has spoken in the past about the responsibility she
feels as anactor and woman of colour to help culture evolve by telling
untold stories, and Jennifer Hosten (Miss Grenada) isaprimeexample:
“Miss World was a real platform for her,” she says, “Youcoukd argue
that before we had words like ‘intersectionality” or ‘representation’,
shewasa ploneer for how we percelve beauty. There was no Bevonod
or Rihanna. ennifer was somebody who, forthe first time on the world
stage, was perceived tobe an icon of what is attractive and powerful ™
Mbatha-Raw got a similar buzz teaming up with actor Edward
Norton for his first directing role in almost two decades, Motherless
Brooklyn. Inthe neo-noircerime drama adapted from the 1999 novel

by Jonathan Lethem, Mbatha-Raw plays Laura Rose, a lawyer and
community activist campaigning against racial diserimination in
the 19505, “She eschews all the cliches of the 19505 noir movie," she
says, “She's not a fermme fatale, a1950s housewife ora jazz club singer,
she's more sophisticated and layered than that. She'sanactivistand has
adeep emational journey that was complex and interesting to me.,”

Does she specifically look for rotes that challenge perceptions of
how women are portrayed on screen? She nods. *1 think that’s the
rebel in me.” she smiles. “What is going to create a conversation?
What is this going to show that we haven't seen before?”

Talk naturally turnsto The Morning Show, Apple TV+'sstar-studded
satireabout the cut-throat world of breakfast TV and the chaos that
ensues when the show's co-host Mitch Ressder (Steve Carell) is fired
for sexual misconduct. Mbatha- Raw plays Hannah Shoenfeld, a staff
member who has her own complicated relationship with Mitch

“I'd never seen anything go that deep or direct into the issue of
sexual assault in a way that dealt with the grey area. It's not just
predator-victim, it’s more nuanced,” shesays. “Inthe media, we see,
‘How is it hurting this corporation,’ or ‘How is it hurting the Weinstein
company? ' but, actually, what's the personal cost to the survivos?™ &

BEYOND THE LIGHTS: GUGU’S LA ADDRESS BOOK
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“I've spent my

last threa birthdays
at this Maxican
restaurant, It's really
cool and great for a
@oup. Just order the
381 menu - tacos,
Sleak, guacamole

~ 50 you don't even
héve to think soout
It. They do nice
Margartas and it
has an Esstside
hipster vibe”
iria.com
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GRIFFITH PARK
“Motten hike the
Beacrwood Camyon
Stars or dothe
Fryman Carnyon Locp
Trasl, but llows hiking
up 1o the observatory
In Gftith Park. Tha
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do it Is at sunset
because the park
has a bigger vista®
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THE NOW MASSAGE
BOUTIQUE
VARIOUS LOCATIONS
There's a whole
spectrum of self-
carethinge to do
inLA bud thisis a
goad mid-range
massans placs.
Gelting massages
has becomea part
of my routing. 1dont
realy look al it as
baing a luxury -

see |t mora as
maintenance’™
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something whenever
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to read salf-
mprovement o
psychology boaks
between pbsas|
think they help
sustaln you”
skulighrbooks.com
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“Thia is an Ralian
neghbowhood
restawant where
they makea their own
pasta. What | like
abour itisit's very
unpratentious.
You see people
thare with ther
famibes and thera's
apatio surrounded
by greanery.” 2547
1y pestion Avenue
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Growing up tn Oxfordshire, theonly child ofa South African doctor
and an English nurse, Mbatha-Raw was an "outgoing inbetweener
who loved school and joined every club”, A stint at the Oxford Yoath
Music Theatre in her teens paved the way to study at Rada. but
Mbatha-Raw never had loftier ambitions than performing on the
stage, “Hollvwood always felt very far away,” she admits.

She got an carly insight into what fame looked like when she was
cast as Ophelfato Jude Law's Hamletina 2009 production on Broadway
as well as London's West End. “Every night at the stage door there
were hordes of screaming women,” she laughs. “Ididn’t envy that!
But it definitely made me appreciate that It was Jude Law who was
playving Hamletand he had a body of work in film. In the back of my
mind [ thought, “If Ewant to come back and play Jeads on the West
End or Broadway, | need togeta filmand TV profile behind me, too™”

That was her only motivation for pursuing a career in Hollywood?
“Yes. It was like, “Well, | want to do Cleopatra, Maybe now is the
time to explore a different genre and that will allow me to go back
to the theatre and put bums on seats."™

Mbatha Raw describes that production of Hamlet as the biggest
turning point of her career, when one might have assumed it was
her first lead ilmrole in Belle. “I'd already been living in the USA for
three vears and had worked in an American accent on various ilm
and TV things,” shesays, pointing to )] Abrams’ TV series, Undercovers,
Kiefer Sutherand drama, Touch, and Larry Crowne with Tom Hanks.

Did it bather her when her early carcer didn't gather pace? “l wasa't
twiddling my thumbs,” she says, “For meit's about the journey. ['ve
always got fulfilment from what I'm doing. It's been gradualand I'm
fortunate for that. IUs not like | woke up one morning and wassuddenly
in a huge franchise like Star Wars, plastered all over the world.™

BELLE EPOQUE
Lace dress, £1,55
Bara Aksu
{boraaksu.com)

Shot on location at
Hotel Casa del

Mar Santa Monica
{hotelcasadelmar.com)

1t's probably just as well. Mbatha-Raw is
reluctant to share éetails of her personal life.
I grew up watching actresses.of my generation
and saw how savageand invasive the British
press were,” she reasons, “Not everything
is up for consumption. You've got to keep
somet hing back for yourself_ 1t’s nice to have
a separation between your character and
your public lifeand what's just for your If you
open that door it's very hard to close it again,
s0 | was conscious l]l-lilk' I!.Ir')' on o kﬂ'p a
respectful distance between the two,”

Sheseems to have garnered just the right
amount of fame, as she is left undisturbed
by passers by while posing foe pictures under
Venlce's lconk skgn on Pacific and Windward
and on Santa Monica pler.

She does share that she lives near the
Hollywood Hills with a housemate who
worksineasting, “It's grest because if you're
away for monthsonend, it'sheing lived in,”
she smiles. “It"s not like coming back to
a house that's been empty for six months
and feelscold and sad!™

It'san arrangement that also enables her to indulge in one of her
biggest passions: travelling, from backpacking in Guatemala to
exploring South Africaby train, Most recently she's been on missions
to Rwanda and Uganda with the UN Refugee Agency. HCR.

“When you pretend to be other people fora living, youcome hack
to yoursell when vou put vousselfl inan unfamiliar situation,” she
says. “Travelling invigorates me. It's a way to find out what you're
made of, When you've been observed - by thecamera oran audience
- itallows you ta be the observer againand take astepback." m
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FINDIT AT BA.COM
British Airways flies to Los Angeles daily from
London Heathrow, Flight time: 11 hours
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Unexpected
States

oldest and brightest new
arrivals across the Atlantic

Compiled by Andy Morris
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Let Rinny Riot be
your intersectional
guide to LA

catmadiern Instagram artist
and stand-up, Housten-bom Rinay
Perking is well-versed in the sheer
ndcuicusness of the city she
sackes in, Stll, the worman
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for $5. Hor

. When !
s 10 LA, | woudd go there
nd el alouns

phone numbers o

Which LA gallery

excites you the most?
gravitate toward

What is your failsafe good-
time place in LA?

Worldon W olar nnk

7 after closing
er rinks

night, you
and rhythm
an tha wex

of all age:

| consider it rmy s
What are your key style
spots for fashion?
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SANTA MONICA
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Some people move on
but not Marvel

If you thought the Avengers

had agsambled for the final time,
you'ra in for a shock, To calsbrate
Marvel's 80th anniversary last
year, Disnzy is opaning the frst
Avengers Campus” at Disnedand
Resort, Catfornia. Many franchise
favourites are slated 10 feature
including Black Widow, Doctor
Strangs end Ant-Man and The
Wasp, as well as heroes from
Wakanda and Asgard, But the
star of the shaw? The ‘Worldwide
Engiheerng Brigade' (WES),
which will featurs the frst

owr ride-through Spider-Man
attracticn, Viskors can test drive
a'web-dinger’ vehide as wel as
colecting Spidar-bots by slinging
their own webs, Fans of Ant-Man
and The Wasp shouldn't miss
the Pym Test Kitchen, which

we suspect wil feature some
sarcusly strange-sized fooed.
pens at

Avengers Camp
desney California Adventurn

Parkinsummer 2020
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Get a different
perspective on NYC

New York's most famous
museum celebrates the
British brew

As part of ths Mat's 180t birthday
caletrations, this month it unvels
atad British Galleries,
dedcated (o fine decorative arts,
design and scupture. .. albngslde
two len-feot cases of the workd's
most phborate antique feapots.
“Our staggering teapot display wil
be cne of the centrepieces of the
gallerias v lead curator Woll
Burchard. “Everybody ssscoates
Bman wih drinking tea, so we
gathered 2n extraordinary range
of 100 teapots in two huge semi
circuler cases. The incredible
variety of colours and designs
llustrates that the caramicists
had to be creative and think
ouiside the box 1o market ther
products ~ a thema that should
resonate with cur creative and
entrepraneunal audience

) March, metmuseum,ory

its
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Hogwarts arrives
stateside

Potterhaads will havs 8 new homs
this sunmer as the frst fagship
Harry Potter stors opens alongsida
the Flatron Bulding. As wel as
requisites such as Bertle Bott's
Ewvery Flavour Beans, sgned
artwork and collectiies, the stora
will offer exclusive Hogwarts house
wands, nteractive experences
and photo ops, With 20,000
square feet of Mupgle-free
marchandise, it promisas 1o

be the largest collection of

Harry Potter and Fantastic

Beasts products n the workd under
one reof. Fingers crossed the
rumoured filbreglass dragon isn't
cancelled because of someone

at Gity Hall rsading Men Who
Love Dragovis Too Much, Of

summer. harrupollerstore, com

Off Broadway, soft play
goes to a dark place

The hugely antlcioated highest Tony-nominated Taylor Mac returms
outdocr obsarvation deck in the 0 The Flea for his hugely ambitious
Western Hemisphere = ‘The such as chicken brodoand The Fre, setinside a giant ball pit
Edige' - is finally st ta opan this roasted monkfish with clams, (Mac's original plan to cover the
epring. Taka inan undvalled 560° 8 and b lini - but cast, crew and audience in mud
vigny of the Big Appia, then head ghan that ha'l be cocking at didn’t work cut), His taxt is a lbose
upstars () to Peak, 8 trand-new 1,149 fast up In the heart of renelling of Aristophanes’ 405 BC
bar and restaurant situaled onthe  Mannatian, presumanly that theatrical triumph The Frogs and
1015t oo of 30 Hudson Yards. means that we might be seeng is ghen fresh resonancs by the
Enfoy contamperary Amarcan alot of pigecn on tha menu, 100?’ currant political landscape. It's
cusne from executive chet Chris I'bie Edyge opens 1 March, about power, responsitiity, jay and
Cryar, whn promisas fo snume Peak cpens i Maroh family and alsn, it ha ha saird
producs from “local farmers, hudson yandsaenmork. com babs, Until 12 Apeil. thefles.org
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Charleston's culinary
scene has never
been better

Nashville’s toughest
table reservation gets
a sister restaurant

caraer has ta him from his

Jublin to Tenne:

Copenhagen, where he w
1 'master fora

ow launching
wile 21h A
ed by his L

Gaylord Opryland will
keep kids happier than
any honky tonk

jaylordopryland J

No-lo in Nola!

Of al tha fings New Orleans

15 US

ohol-fres
g Park,

tyou're tha des

drver and drink for froa)
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