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TRAVEL INSIDER: TODD MITSUHATA

SANTA MON

‘Why i Santa Monica a good place to
stay when visiting LA?

Is mcredibhy cormvenkent Iacation = i's jurst
15 miniites from LAK and close 1o Beverly
Hills, Hodreevood and enice. Its small size
rrdkes it edsy 1o oot the most of local
attractions, restaurants and shops Dy foot
of on Dk, without ever hawng (o gt into
4 car, Orerall its a greal base 1o explone
the nest of Los Angeles — especialty with
e mew Metno Expo Line which connects
Santa Monica to Downbown Los Angeles in
st 45 minutes

‘Which neighbourhood should we base
ourselves in?

Santa Menica has cight diffenent

P oo, each with its awn
pesonality and vibe Downtosn Santa
konaca s pertact for firsE-dime vsibors, as
it b5 chosest to some popular attractions,
bz thee Santa Monica Pier and Thind S
Promenade. People whd want 2 truby
LUrious expenence should check cut

L s hoCabed on Santa Monica Beach
Wisitors who want 1o experience more of
a hippee vibe should look into one of the
budget-iriendly oplions on Samnia Monicas
kain 5t

‘What are the must-sees?

A trip to Santa Monica wouldn' be
compiete withaul Laking a ride on the
Pacilic Wik Torris wihiss [0 tasae in the
spectaouar views of the coastine — ot

| ks recomimenic gedling aveary Frcarm we
SPACLS Spols, Sign up foF a spin class on
Montana Avenue. wander into the littke
iNCeperZient shops an Main St peruss the
farmers market on Fico ., try 1o get aweay
frorm the norrm a Bit and experience Santa
KMoneca ke the locak oo

‘Where can you get a good coffee?

Philz Cofiee 5 whene the Silicon Beach
tech crowd hangs out. i wou look around
wiihe sipping your delicious iced colfes
ithy Tre=si PRl beanaes yol gaf [he
disting feeling that there are five different
start-upes lunching at that rmdemanl [
that wery room, Ancther iocal fzsourite s
Dogtosm Coffee on Main St = it's nasmed

after the origanal Londs of Doglown, the
crew o Santa kMonica ocals resporsibhe fon
thuz surfing and skaleDoanting renassance
during the 149705

Are there any good farmers markets?
Alsofehy T st Dooular O 5 [he
Dowmtowm Santa bonica Farmers Markat
which takes place o Wednesdays and
SaturdEys from Bamipm. i you get there
earty enough. you may el lucky and see
some of Los Angeks’ mast famous chels
hand-picking the ingredients they will base
tihal yeek's menu on

Where's the best place for brunch?
You will find a huge number of the local
popUlalion enpoying a wieekend brunch

N Lhe early ATermooes on Saturdays and
Sundanys = many of which will incluce
v ol Blooahy Barys andion mimasas,
thanks to the plethora of restaurants
arcund towm thatl offer “bollcmiess
orunch’, Kty favourite s Fiower Chiid, in
Dowwntom Santa Monica My go-to s the
Late Riser, which conssis of scramibload
£g5, QUINGCA, Swecado, roastad chile com
A ueso blanco

How aboul Tor & casual dinner?
A=hiand Hill on Main 5. They have a nice
autdoor beer ganden, delicious burgers
and Califorméa cralt bears on tap

And where should we go for fine
dining?

| atways recommend Via Yeneto. IEs an
ncred iy rofrsan e (hink chandelers,
dark stone fioors, and artwork that depicts
Ui irrsiche of 51 Peters Basibca) italan
fesRairant o Main 51 that Tealimes Classis
Italian dishes, pregominatedy from Rome
an Tusscary: Crcler orws of the house
macie randoll dishes, and thank me later

‘What are some of the best clubs or
bars?

Thiz MM rspar Third St Prormeenads: has
a great happy howr and s a fun place
1o start. The Bungakow at The Fairmont
Miramar Hotel & Bungalows 5 populsr
Spol with the young professional crovd
The G Rooftop Bar ab [he Hobe

CA, CALIFORNIA

Shangri-La at the Ooaan offers
delicious cockiails, outdoor lire
s and great views

What's the shopping like?

Fers
CALIFORMIA

What are the best mussums or
galleries?
Bergamot Station s a former ralnoad
station that's nowy hiome 1o the Begest
ars galkery compikine and Gullurcal Céniee
i Soutbern California, wath mong than 30
ndividual arl galkeries
it we only had 24 hours to soo the bost
of Santa Monlca, what would you
recommend?
Stat by renting a bl and
CyCig along the Soul Bay

We have everything from - Bk Trall It the workd's
ey b boutigue €mnm PACIFIC  Mondca LA langest beachiront e paih
OCEAN S frevm Sams Meaics 16
a3 ~ SH
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Procmaeenide o a wichs

sEection of uisury stones. I’

also fun o stroll Montana Ave

wihena you'll find great boutpue stones
Are there any f-l'l‘ﬂ'al'll:l'ﬂl'lh wihich we
should time our visit?

T annual Twilkight Concer Seres is o nee
=enl (e featunes & dilfeserd band aach
Thusrsday might far 10 weeks during the
surmmer. The best part ks that the concert
takes plade on he P and concert-goers
weabcih from the sand — 50 youl ged 1o enjovy
FACSOITHE TLISEC wWinile ER0ying a picnic
and wiatchang the sun set over The Pacilc
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hawe lunich al The Lobshas
which ororinoés tho Fior and
b Go Shopping on Montand foe
ar | Fird =% Piorrelenidsdl A St Sl Srd Ol
T kocal Cales of juoe Bars o ie-Snengse.
I Eha evening, g0 o MMarcado Ior Lasty
Kiexican lacos and mangantas. and then
Tirisdn wilh corinies & Copda 0m

hoad Md=uhala s Manager, AsE Faclc &
Latirr Arrarkca Ffor Sanla Monics Tranvel &
TERIrIRrTY
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