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Martin Hesp is California
Dreaming in the second
instaiment of his road tnp
—Travel

RHS Rosemoor exparts share
the secrets of autumn colour
— Gardening
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Highly Successful Holiday Spacialists
throughout Comwall, Deven, Dorset,
Somerset and Tha New Forest

INCREASE YOUR BOOKINGS

Our friendly and
enthusiastic Property
Managers are
happy to cffer thair
profossional advice
on all aspects of
holiday letting

01803 814000

Fabulous Falmouth
Autumn Break Offer

Recharge your batteries with a break
at Falmouth's Finest Four Star Hotel
NOW ONLY £79! 3

Por pierane wer maht includi=g einner,
e and breakbast

BOOK NOW CALL US
ON 01324 313042
Floss qiuats WhIN at time of b

Jtrng virgs

THE ROYAL DUCHY HOTEL Camuall THI1 ANX
T 01226113 042 F:01326 319420 € ressrvatioms@reymiduchy.com
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Al Capone’s pool can really
put a spring in your step...

Martin Hesp puts
hes nemes — and

em-credentials — to
the test in Califernia

1L was the way she flew (hreugh the

air some 109 fecl above the Pacific
waves that cast a magical spell But
then, everyihing | bad dune over that
past week had been way ont in the
sensation zone. The distany, dizying
lands of America’s Far West held me
enchanted.

Which didin't weally come as a
massive surprise becanse California
Is about excitement. California fs
where “snff" happens. Tt fs renawned
as the ploets “rando” kingdom,
where the welnd Ls wonderful, and the
wonderful nearly always thrills

Sa when the person fm Londo-
based Ameriea As You Like It travel
mupmy.-nsmlirld Illm tohaveago
ol a efreus tmpeze, | wasi't in the
Teast bit ﬂ.\hiuga;t:d wten she fold
me the schon] was in Los Anpeles,
‘That's a city whers some really crazy
st pens - you only have 10 tra-
Versa mamaﬂngzzml}emastalnuc
route to lzarn that Vendon Beach has
to be one of the weirdest seaside loo-
atians in the world, Tearning to fly on
ahigh trapeze innearhy Santa Moniea
seemed almost subdued

Not quite so subdued, hawever, that

ks
m a great ¢ xl of rI:Ivlm, i & very
draughty motorcar Nol that T was
complaining, because Jr was quite
simply some of the best driving I've
evet dorie - way up in the high deserts

of that hat, vast and stunning state
There's only one Kind of vehicle to
drive in such places —and ves, Pl he

pl-mlmg some trees and recyeling
everything including the kitchen

sink 10 repay the planet for this - 1
hired a big throaty convertible.

Only with the roof down and a V8
rumbling ean you really go Califor-
niadreaming... And it does seem like
4 dream when vort am somewhers

] h.lrms: yoitr lmlufm' humc

Call 08 44 704 1731 for free advice and an mformation pack

‘UUMIW ovhs-

Martn in

I amtirng b

Tike the Joshua Tree Natlonal Park.
‘This altitudinons desert is everyone's
idea of the Far West - a kind of glant
cowboy conntry consisting of more
than half a million acres of stark
wilderness.

At first glance the desert seems
empty save for rocks. the add trea and
more rogks — but 1E's actuatly rich in
plants and anitwals that survive m
this land of climatie extremes. The
troes give the park iis name — Joshua
frees ars a giant typs of yueea thal
have the appeavance of those Hificu-
Tous mobile phone nasts that are
dlesigned to Jook like frees bit don’t

Vast granite crags weather-beaten
Into creepy shapes are dotted all over
the empty Jandscape and between
them canyons provide walkers with
beairtiful tralls where you can ex-
antine the spring desort Howers and
admire the rattlesnakes.

On another day we went on A Jeep

safarl 10 explore some of the remark:
Able box canyons that adoern the
Manks of the San Andreas Fault
which 1s a feature of so much of
California in general, and the valley
that plays home tn Palm Springs in
particutar The town 1s about a three
hour drive east of Los Angeles and )ts
Iocal tectonic faull-line s a fascin-
aling place (o delve info —or al least it
15 when the Eartirs big plates are at
rest. We folluwed it somie way and saw
how palm trees grow along its kagh
becanse the fault is a dampish place
where water 15 pushed up from the
bowels ofterra firma. Cur gulde Mer-
gan front Desert Adventures shnw-d
15 how the Jocal Indigenous

lved along it in thefr lls:hluelﬂu
grass thatched homes.

E.Irlhmlsl'kr*‘ dam't kil penple,”
e shrugged. *Ruildings do.”

A.nr.r all this savige landscape it
was pleasani (o return (o the Juxs
uricus surroundings of (he Rancha
Las Pahnas Hotel on Bob Hope Drive
in Ranchu Mirage, which js a kimd of
push suburb of Palm Springs.

The huge suite we had overlooked
eool gardens whete waterfowl played
onmumersys pands under tall palms,
bt were kept out of the squally m-
merous swimming pools.

Afer an excellent burger lunch at
the Ace Hotel's aithentic old style
Ameriean diner, we had dinner in an
altogether different setting. The Two
Bunch Palms Resort in Desert Hot
Springs is just half an hour’s drive
away, bul ocenpics an aliagether Qi
ferent world. Which 1s exactly what
gavgsier Al Capone Hied abont it

Located right on the faule l!nu it
not cmly plays host to groves |
ingtrees, but alsoto

nces offered by LA, Very inlenise
u[om'hnem\nkwus Ate not your
thing - but once we'd parked the car
at our hotel in Santa Monica we
ANt drfvn Again for three days.

Wecyeled instead ~and Santa Mon-
ica 18 the sert of place wi 5
itself to (his hu[lsw activity parily
becanse it boasts an amazing Z-mile
eycloway along the LA coast,

For Lln.- beach, think Baywatch.
‘Thien think - blovdy mary ‘That, at
Teast, is what.l-mu-mrlumy trapeze
Jesson. T foynd the best bloody mary T
have ever consumnedt at the end of
Santa Monica Pler, which helped
quell my fears.

Not that this wits necessary in the
end becanse the windy Journeyings
in my convertible had given me the
ST neck which the trainer advised
woukl get much worse if [ went aloft
fighting the Geforces some 50 faet
above the wooden deck. As [ Jooked at
my [cllow stirdenis who all scemed
agedbetween 1Zand 18,1 bega to see
that i small degree of SUppleness was
required. The simple swing seened
«easy encngh ~ but within two hours
all these Kids wers: flying throngh the
alr to be caught by a trapeze artist
hanging upsidedown on another
swing. lwzm 1 going to be able to da
that in a thonsand years - althor
the teachers told me manv a
To-vear-old had achleved i,

As 7 corsolabion Lsettled down o 2
good dinner just a few metres away in
the Lobster restaurant, perched high
above the pict Jis massive windows
must have the best views n all LA
awid afler 1'd finished off a large
wreatnre of the type which gave the
place its name, T asked the walm: lf

ure,
Capone liked 10 do
when he owned the place previous to
his arrest for tax offences,

Aller hecoming sufficiently chilled
it i the high deserd, it was time to
hit the altogether more intense exs

celebs
place for the food lmlm:eﬂnvl.%m
“Somie,” he shr\lggeﬂ “Hut mamnly
Blisters.” He gave a Jook that
sugswmﬂ that ln hls worlf\ I'd be
nsidered something of a Z-lister -
nd with ﬂm T was ready tn hesd
north on the second Teg of my amaz
ing Californtan road journey

The yuceas that
give the Joshua
Tree National

Mo an
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rentals in Santr
Inneca, For mexe,
tien on
the Santa Monica
e, yist
sam:mma
and on the Palm
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Sail from Plymouth
this autumn

‘With daily sailngs to France, and a weekly
overmight service Lo Spam. getling away for a
break couldne be easier

Becter suill, with cur superh range of
ferry.inclusive offers, it couldnt be better
value either

brittanyferries.com/offers
0871244 1492

Day trips. from
to France £20
3-night hotel from

breaks in france 113"

5 rught Santander from
cruise & stay £249°

Cottage hohdays  upto
in France 25% off

o
Brittany Ferries

France & Spain —
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